I Look To You

As I lay me down
Heaven hear me now
I’m lost without a cause
After giving it my all

Winter storms have come
And darkened my sun
After all that I’ve been through
Who on earth can I turn to?

I look to you, I look to you
After all my strength is gone
In you I can be strong
I look to you, I look to you 
And when melodies are gone In you I hear a song
I look to you

Have to lose my breath
There's no fighting left
Sinking to rise no more
Searching for that open door

And every road that I've taken
Led to my regret
And I don't know if I'm gonna make it
Nothing to do but lift my head

My levees are broken
My walls are coming down on me
My rain is falling; defeat is calling
I need you to set me free
Take me far away from the battle
I need you; shine on me!
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Welcome to the Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude in C         



           Marsha Friedhoff                                                 
Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We explore spirituality as a way to grow and learn.
· The Gathering Serves our Community- Inter-Faith Hospitality Network!  Please contact Kim Roots (kroots@fuse.net) if you can assist with food, hosting or staying overnight this coming Tuesday, August 31st.  This is another great way to help homeless families!
· The Gathering Serves our Community - Freestore!  Please plan on the following dates to help at the Freestore: Saturdays, September 18 and October 9 – both from 9 am to 12 pm.    Thanksgiving serving opportunity: Wednesday, November 24, 12:30-4:30 pm.  Please contact Doug at dslagle1@gmail.com. 

· The Gathering Serves our Community – Anthony House!  We will prepare another dinner for the young adults of Anthony House on Wednesday September 8. Volunteers will be able to attend our book club. Please contact Debbie Bennett for details: dbennett@lys.org   Many thanks to Carl Studeris for “lending” his kitchen for the meal preparation!!

· Next Movie Night: Friday, September 17, 7:00 pm.  “A Single Man”.  Bring a friend and a snack!  Always free.
· Upcoming Book Club: Wednesday, September 8th at the home of Don Fritz. We will each bring a favorite or meaningful poem to read, share and discuss.  Please RSVP to Don at fritzdw@muohio.edu.
The People Respond Together:
One: Dear Lord, please remove from my mind the tendency to hate, judge, and blame.
        Many: Please reveal to us a way to stand in our power, through love instead of fear, and through peace instead of violence.
One: May I not hear the voice for anger, but only the voice of love.
Many: Teach us how not to hate those who hate us, and transform darkness into light.
One: Use my mind as an instrument of Your harmlessness.
Many: Take our thoughts and wash them clean so that we might see the perfection in our sisters and brothers.
One: As we touch one another in common cause, and with the great
Spirit in our midst,

Many: Let us find the courage to realize the truth and beauty
which still lives within us.  
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)                 
     "Joyful, Joyful We Adore You", #4 in the UCC hymnal,       Patti Wiers
Message:    Ed Green, “Love and Redemption”
Sharing Communion            Imagine, played by Marsha Friedhoff
Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
Source of all life and all love, may you be honored here and everywhere.
May you be known, experienced and fully alive in us all.
May our physical, emotional and spiritual needs be met as we seek to meet them.
Let us forgive and be forgiven by each other.
Let us avoid unloving thoughts and actions.
Let us guard ourselves from fear through the practice of love, since the power of love, peace and truth are here and now and always.
(Prayer provided by Tom Nauer)
Offering for Our Common Work (If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence.)
"Keeper of the Stars"           solo by Debi McDermott
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)                
     "I've Got Peace Like a River", #478 in the UCC hymnal,    Patti Wiers 
Blessing for Our Week Ahead
     May we be lights of tolerance and love for all of creation…
We Remember: Please keep in your thoughts and prayers Jean, Donald, Paula, Chris Patterson and others seeking full health.



Summer Poetry:


Love and Redemption
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