Daybreak in Alabama by Langston Hughes
When I get to be a composer
I'm gonna write me some music about
Daybreak in Alabama
And I'm gonna put the purtiest songs in it
Rising out of the ground like a swamp mist
And falling out of heaven like soft dew.
I'm gonna put some tall tall trees in it
And the scent of pine needles
And the smell of red clay after rain
And long red necks
And poppy colored faces
And big brown arms
And the field daisy eyes
Of black and white black white black people
And I'm gonna put white hands
And black hands and brown and yellow hands
And red clay earth hands in it
Touching everybody with kind fingers
And touching each other natural as dew
In that dawn of music when I
Get to be a composer
And write about daybreak
In Alabama.
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Welcome to the Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude            




                   Nada Huron                                                  
Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We explore spirituality as a way to grow and learn.
· August Message Series:  “Summer Reading: Love and Poetry”.  Next Sunday, August 29, 2010, Ed Green guest speaks!
· The Gathering Serves our Community- Inter-Faith Hospitality Network!  Please contact Kim Roots (kroots@fuse.net) if you can assist with food, hosting or staying overnight this coming Tuesday, August 31st.  This is another great way to help homeless families!
· The Gathering Serves our Community - Freestore!  Please plan on the following dates to help at the Freestore: Saturdays, September 18 and October 9 – both from 9 am to 12 pm.    Thanksgiving serving opportunity: Wednesday, November 24, 12:30-4:30 pm.  Please contact Doug at dslagle1@gmail.com. 

· The Gathering Serves our Community – Anthony House!  We will prepare another dinner for the young adults of Anthony House on Wednesday September 8. Volunteers will be able to attend our book club. Please contact Debbie Bennett for details: dbennett@lys.org   Many thanks to Carl Studeris for “lending” his kitchen for the meal preparation!!

· Next Movie Night: Friday, September 17, 7:30 pm.  “A Single Man”.  Bring a friend and a snack!  Always free.
· Upcoming Book Club: Wednesday, September 8th at the home of Don Fritz. We will each bring a favorite or meaningful poem to read, share and discuss.  Please RSVP to Don at fritzdw@muohio.edu.
The People Respond Together:
One: Open our hearts to the anguish of our pain, to the tired taste of swallowed tears, and to our unrealized vision of human equality.
Many: In this place we bring our scattered lives together, groping
for meaning and looking for truth.
One: Be with us, Divine Once, as we continue our search for
understanding of the mystery of the temporal.

Many: Stay with us as we wander through our memories, seeking
pathways to the future.
One: Move with us as we unravel the implied imperatives of hopes

unfulfilled. 
Many: Justice makes tireless demands, and we grow weary.
One: As we touch one another in common cause, and with the great
Spirit in our midst,

Many: Let us find the way and the courage to realize the dream
which still lives within us.       (Toni Vincent)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)                 Nada Huron
     “Amazing Grace”, words displayed by projector
Message:    Pastor Doug Slagle, “Langston Hughes: Love and Humanity”
Sharing Communion 
Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
Source of all life and all love, may you be honored here and everywhere.
May you be known, experienced and fully alive in us all.
May our physical, emotional and spiritual needs be met as we seek to meet them.
Let us forgive and be forgiven by each other.
Let us avoid unloving thoughts and actions.
Let us guard ourselves from fear through the practice of love, since the power of love, peace and truth are here and now and always.
(Prayer provided by Tom Nauer)
Offering for Our Common Work (If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence.)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)                 Nada Huron
     “Here I Am Lord”, words displayed by projector.
Blessing for Our Week Ahead
     May we be lights of tolerance and love for all of creation…
We Remember: Please keep in your thoughts and prayers Jean, Donald, Chris Patterson and others seeking full health.



Summer Reading:


Langston Hughes, Love and Humanity


Sunday, August 22, 2010








