Love and a Question, by Robert Frost
A stranger came to the door at eve, 
And he spoke the bridegroom fair. 
He bore a green-white stick in his hand, 
And, for all burden, care. 
He asked with the eyes more than the lips 
For a shelter for the night, 
And he turned and looked at the road afar 
Without a window light. 

The bridegroom came forth into the porch 
With, 'Let us look at the sky, 
And question what of the night to be, 
Stranger, you and I.' 
The woodbine leaves littered the yard, 
The woodbine berries were blue, 
Autumn, yes, winter was in the wind; 
'Stranger, I wish I knew.' 

Within, the bride in the dusk alone 
Bent over the open fire, 
Her face rose-red with the glowing coal 
And the thought of the heart's desire. 

The bridegroom looked at the weary road, 
Yet saw but her within, 
And wished her heart in a case of gold 
And pinned with a silver pin. 

The bridegroom thought it little to give 
A dole of bread, a purse, 
A heartfelt prayer for the poor of God, 
Or for the rich a curse; 

But whether or not a man was asked 
To mar the love of two 
By harboring woe in the bridal house, 
The bridegroom wished he knew.
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The Gathering UCC

Pastor Doug Slagle
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                     Meeting every Sunday at 10:30 AM
Welcome to the Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude            “Let the Mystery Be” by Iris Dement.            Ron Jandacek                                                   
Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We explore spirituality as a way to grow and learn.
· August Message Series:  “Summer Reading: Love and Poetry”.  Next Sunday, August 15, 2010, “Doug’s Conference Report: Growing the Gathering”.  Sunday, August 22, 2010, “Langston Hughes: Love and Humanity”.
· Doug to attend Church Growth Conference in Atlanta.  The UCC is helping to partially sponsor an opportunity by Doug to learn methods and strategies for church growth this coming week.  Doug will report to the congregation what might be useful to the Gathering next Sunday.
· Upcoming Sunday Potluck Meal: Please bring a bread, pastry, fruit, vegetable or other dish to share for our next potluck, Sunday, August 22nd after the service.  Please label whether your dish is vegan or not.  A sign-up sheet is in our social area.
· The Gathering Serves our Community - Freestore!  Please plan on the following dates to help at the Freestore: Saturdays, August 14, September 18, October 9 – all from 9 am to 12 pm.    Thanksgiving serving Opportunity: Wednesday, November 24, 12:30-4:30 pm.  Please contact Doug at dslagle1@gmail.com. 

· The Gathering Serves our Community – Anthony House!  We will prepare another dinner for the young adults of Anthony House on Wednesday September 8. Volunteers will be able to attend our book club. Please contact Debbie Bennett for details: dbennett@lys.org 
· Next Movie Night: Saturday, August  21, 7:30 pm.  “The Invention of Lying”.  Bring a friend and a snack!  Always free.
· Upcoming Book Club: Wednesday, September 8th at the home of Don Fritz. We will each bring a favorite or meaningful poem to read, share and discuss.  Please RSVP to Don at fritzdw@muohio.edu.
The People Respond Together:
One: Never does hatred cease by hating in return. 
Many: Only through love can hatred come to an end.
One: Victory breeds hatred. 
Many: The conquered dwell in sorrow and resentment.
One: They who give up all thought of victory or defeat,
Many: May be calm and live happily at peace.
One: Let us overcome violence by gentleness;
Many: Let us overcome evil by good;
One: Let us overcome selfishness by generosity;

Many: Let us radiate love over the whole world, above, below, and all 
around without limit.     (Dhammapada and Mehta Sutta)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)             Ron Jandacek
     “Welcome In Fellow Pilgrim”, #19 Gathering Hymnal
Message          Pastor Doug Slagle, “Robert Frost: Love and Fear”
Sharing Communion      Solo by Terrell Lackey, accompanied by Mary Pennycuff, “Take My Hand, Precious Lord”
Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
    Essence of life and love, manifesting in all creation;
    May we hold all creation as sacred, and be wise stewards of all its gifts.
    May we live in harmony; being kind, compassionate and just.
    May we seek to value each experience from another’s point of view.
    May we be a blessing to those around us.
    May we be awe inspired and remembered in love.
    May it be so with every one of us.   (Patia Rarick, "Non-Theistic Lord's Prayer")

Offering for Our Common Work (If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence.)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)             Ron Jandacek
     “This Little Light of Mine”, #22 Gathering Hymnal, verses 1 and 3 only.
Blessing for Our Week Ahead 
In the week ahead, let us choose to love like there is no tomorrow
We Remember: Please keep in your thoughts and prayers Jean, Donald, Chris Patterson and others seeking full health.



Summer Reading:


Robert Frost, Love and Fear
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