By Emily Dickinson
Now I knew I lost her--
 Not that she was gone--
  But Remoteness travelled
  On her Face and Tongue.
  Alien, though adjoining
  As a Foreign Race--
  Traversed she though pausing
  Latitudeless Place

  Elements Unaltered--
  Universe the same
  But Love's transmigration--
  Somehow this had come--

  Henceforth to remember
  Nature took the Day
  I had paid so much for--
  His is Penury
  Not who toils for Freedom
  Or for Family
  But the Restitution
  Of Idolatry.
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Welcome to
The Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude              “Gnossiene Number. 3” by Erik Satie               Don Fritz                                                   
Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We explore spirituality as a way to grow and learn.
· August Message Series:  “Summer Reading: Dickinson, Frost and Langston Hughes”.  Next Sunday, August 8, 2010, “Robert Frost: Love and Fear”.  Sunday, August 15, 2010, “Doug’s Conference Report: Growing the Gathering”.  Sunday, August 22, 2010, “Langston Hughes: Love and Humanity”.
· The Gathering Serves our Community!  Please plan on the following dates to help at the Freestore: Saturdays, August 14, September 18, October 9 – all from 9 am to 12 pm.    Thanksgiving Serving Opportunity: Wednesday, November 24, 12:30-4:30 pm.  Please contact Doug at dslagle1@gmail.com. 
· The Gathering Serves our Community – Anthony House!  We will prepare another dinner for the young adults of Anthony House in September.  Please contact Debbie Bennett for details: dbennett@lys.org 
· Next Movie Night: Saturday, August  21, 7:30 pm.  “The Invention of Lying”.  Bring a friend and a snack!  Always free.
· Upcoming Book Clubs: Wednesday, September 8th at the home of Don Fritz. We will each bring a favorite or meaningful poem(s) to read, share and discuss.  Wednesday, November 17th at the home of Stuart Blersch.  We will discuss the book The Reader, by Bernhard Schlink.
The People Respond Together:
One: We gather in reverence before the wonder of life -  
Many: (In unison please)  The wonder of this moment.
One: The wonder of being together, so close and yet so far apart –

Many: Each hidden in our own secret chamber,

One: Each listening, each trying to speak –

Many: Yet none fully understanding, none fully understood.
One: We gather in reverence before all intangible things – that eyes

cannot see, or ears can detect –

Many: That hands can never touch, that space cannot hold, and time

cannot measure.                 (by Sophia Lyon Fahs)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)                      Don Fritz
     “Wake Now My Senses”, #35 Gathering Hymnal
Message          Pastor Doug Slagle, “Emily Dickinson: Love and Loss”
Sharing Communion           “To A Wild Rose” by McDowell
Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
      
Father and Mother, lover of us all, most holy one,
help us to respond to you
to create what you want for us here on earth.
Give us today enough for our needs;
forgive our weak and deliberate offenses,
just as we must forgive others when they hurt us.
Help us to resist evil and to do what is good;
for we are yours, endowed with your power
to make our world whole.  

(used at St. Francis Parish of San Francisco)
Offering for Our Common Work 
(If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence.)

Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)                      Don Fritz
     “Come My Way, My Truth, My Life”, #32 Gathering Hymnal
Blessing for Our Week Ahead 
      To secure our futures, let us remember and find ways to assist        all of our children… 
Sharing the Peace and Postlude



Summer Reading:


Emily Dickinson, Love and Loss


Sunday, August 1, 2010








