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Welcome to
The Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude             
                                                                           Don Fritz

Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We explore spirituality as a way to grow and enrich our lives.
· July Message Series Theme: America the Beautiful.  Next Sunday, July 11: “Crown Our Good with Brotherhood?”  Sunday, July 18: “Is God American?” 

· The Gathering Serves our Community!  Please save the following date as the Gathering once again helps with the Inter-Faith Hospitality Network: Tuesday, July 6, please consider being an overnight host.  Contact Kim Roots kroots@fuse.net. Also, please plan on the following dates to help at the Freestore:  Saturdays, July 17, August 14, September 18, October 9 – all from 9 am to 12 pm.    Please contact Doug at dslagle1@gmail.com. 
· New Gathering T-Shirts: Please see Jack Brennan to pick up your shirt.  The cost per shirt is $11.00.  Reimbursement should be paid to or checks made out to: Doug Slagle.  Kudos to Lisa Blankenship for the beautiful shirt design!
· Next Movie Night, Saturday, July 17th, 7:30 pm.  We will show the film “Precious” here at the Gathering.  Invite friends; bring a snack!
· Please note our new website address.  It is: http.thegatheringcincinnati.org.  Pass it on!
The People Respond      
One: In the future days which we seek to make secure, we look 
forward to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms.

Many: (In unison please)  The first is freedom of speech and 
expression – everywhere in the world.
One: The second is freedom of every person to worship god in his or
her own way – everywhere in the world.
Many: The third is freedom from want, which, translated into
world terms, means economic understandings which will secure

to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants – 

everywhere in the world.
One: The fourth is freedom from fear, which, translated into world 
terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point

and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to

commit an act of physical aggression against any nation – 

anywhere in the world.
Many: Our vision is not of a distant millennium.  We envision a 

world attainable in our own time and generation.   
   (Franking D. Roosevelt, Four Freedoms speech, January 6, 1941)  
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)

     “We Gather Together”, #29, Gathering Hymnal                        Don Fritz
Message              Pastor Doug Slagle, “American Pride?”
         (video clip from the film “Cabaret”)

Sharing Communion

Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
Divine One, who is in all places, whether known or unknown, we affirm your presence, regardless of any name by which you are called.

May your ways of life, your intention for all of creation, be how we live and think and act in this world, and beyond.  May we seek for this day only just enough for ourselves and no more.  And we ask that you forgive our over-bearing attitudes and efforts of self-entitlement.

Protect us from enticing entrapment in all that would separate us from Divine love.  And lead us away from all that creates suffering and pain and death for us and all creation.  We pray this prayer in awareness of a love that transcends all things, a spirit of peace that redeems and empowers us together.  (adapted prayer by Warren Lynn)
Offering for Our Common Work (If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence.)

Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)                      Don Fritz
     “How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies”, #594, UCC Hymnal
Blessing for Our Week Ahead, Sharing the Peace and Postlude
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