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Welcome to
The Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude        “Butterfly Waltz”, by Brian Cain             Ali and Rachel Wiers                                                   
Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We explore spirituality as a way to grow and learn.
· July Message Series Theme: America the Beautiful.  Next Sunday, July 18: “Is God American?” 

· The Gathering Serves our Community!  Please plan on the following dates to help at the Freestore:  Next Saturday, July 17, Saturdays, August 14, September 18, October 9 – all from 9 am to 12 pm.    Please contact Doug at dslagle1@gmail.com. 
· New Gathering T-Shirts: We have extras!!  The cost per shirt is $11.00.  Reimbursement should be paid to or checks made out to: Doug Slagle.  Kudos to Lisa Blankenship for the beautiful shirt design!
· Next Movie Night, Next Saturday, July 17th, 7:30 pm.  We will show the film “Precious” here at the Gathering.  Invite friends; bring a snack!  Free as always.  Discussion afterwards.
· Upcoming Book Clubs: Wednesday, September 8th at the home of Don Fritz. We will each bring a favorite or meaningful poem(s) to read, share and discuss.  Wednesday, November 17th at the home of Stuart Blersch.  We will discuss the book The Reader, by Bernhard Schlink.
· Please note our new website address.  It is: http.thegatheringcincinnati.org.  Pass it on! 
· Large kitchens wanted!  Do you have a kitchen that is big enough to host the cooking we do for large outreach meals?  Do you know of a commercial or institutional kitchen we could “borrow”?  If so, please contact Debbie Bennett, dbennett@lys.org.
The People Respond      
One: Forgive us that often we forgive ourselves so easily and others
so hardly;

Many: (In unison please)  Forgive us that we expect perfection
from others to whom we show none.
One: Forgive us for repelling people by the ways we try and set a good 
example.

Many: Forgive us the folly of trying to change a friend or lover.
One: Forbid that we should use our ideas of goodness and normalcy 
as spears to wound those who are different.
Many:  Forbid that we should feel superior to others when we too 

are weak and flawed.

One:  May we encourage the secret struggle of every person for 

renewal and growth.

Many:  May we link arms with our sisters and brothers to work

together for a more just, peaceful and compassionate world.   
                Adapted prayer by Doug Slagle, original from Vivian Pomeroy  
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)

     “Our World Is One World”, #25, Gathering Hymnal           Rachel Wiers
Message              Pastor Doug Slagle, “And Crown Our Good with 

                                                              Sisterhood and Brotherhood?”
Sharing Communion           Fugue, by Bach

           Ali Wiers
Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
    Our Mother who is innocent and pure, Holy is your name.

    May love be seen as all that it is.  May earth be seen as heaven is.

    Nourish this day with your bountiful supply, and allow us to receive as
    we give that right to others.
    Restore us from the perils of illusion, and renew our perception of truth.

    For truth is the kingdom, and love is the power, and your creation is
    glory forever.                         (adapted from prayer by Glenda Green)
Offering for Our Common Work (If you are a guest with us today, please do not

     feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence.)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)               Rachel Wiers
     “Kum Ba Yah”, #34, Gathering hymnal
Blessing for Our Week Ahead, Sharing the Peace and Postlude
      Let us go from here dedicated to committing the Golden Rule not just to our memories but to our lives…(adapted from Edwin Markham)
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