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Welcome to
The Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude             
                                                     Teri Emerson Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We explore spirituality as a way to grow and enrich our lives.
· Upcoming Sunday Services:  Sunday, June 27: Mr. Calvin Williams from Lighthouse Youth Services program “Real Dads”.  July Message Series Theme: America the Beautiful?  Sunday, July 4: “American Pride?”   Sunday, July 11: “Crown Our Good with Brotherhood?”  Sunday, July 18: “Is God American?” 
· The Gathering Serves our Community!  Please save the following date as the Gathering once again helps with the Inter-Faith Hospitality Network: Thursday, July 8, we need cooks, dinner hosts and overnight hosts.  Please contact Kim Roots kroots@fuse.net. Also, please plan on the following dates to help at the Freestore:  Saturdays, July 17, August 14, September 18, October 9 – all from 9 am to 12 pm.    Please contact Doug at dslagle1@gmail.com.                                
· July 4th Sunday: the Gay Pride Parade will begin at 11 am.  Those interested in marching together as a congregation, please see or contact Jack Brennan jack.brennan@bengals.nfl.net.   If you would like to order a t-shirt and have not already done so, please contact Jack ASAP.  WE WILL HOLD SERVICE EARLY, AT 9 AM, ON SUNDAY, JULY 4TH ONLY.
· Next Movie Night, Saturday, July 17th, 7:30 pm.  We will show the film “Precious” here at the Gathering.  Invite friends; bring a snack to share.  Always free!         
The People Respond      
One: We stand at the edge of summer.  The sun beats down.  The
schools are out.
Many: (In unison please) Children swarm the playgrounds and the 
streets, and eager folk, vacation bound, crowd the highways.
One: The last burst of spring blossoms, lavender and white and deep
pink bands of rhododendron, are giving way to summer peonies and

roses.
Many: O source of the turning seasons, of earth, of life, of

promise, you bring us fulfillment and joy. 
One: The lakes and seashores lose their solitude and all the world
seems turned to carnival.
Many: May we find this summer a lightening of our burdens with
the brightening of the sky and long days spent at play.
       (As adapted, readings by Robert Weston and Helen Cohn)  
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)
     “This Joy I Have”, #524, UCC Hymnal
                 Teri Emerson
Message       Pastor Doug Slagle, Summer Fun Series, Part Three: “Let’s Play!”
Sharing Communion

Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
Essence of life and love, manifesting in all creation;
May we hold all creation as sacred, and be wise stewards of all its gifts.
May we live in harmony; being kind, compassionate and just.
May we seek to value each experience from another’s point of view.
May we be a blessing to those around us.
May we be awe inspired and remembered in love.
May it be so with every one of us.      
                (Patia Rarick, "Non-Theistic Lord's Prayer")
Offering for Our Common Work 
(If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence.)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)               Teri Emerson
     “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”, #4, UCC Hymnal
Blessing for Our Week Ahead, Sharing the Peace and Postlude
May we each be blessed in the days and weeks ahead to laugh like a child and to play like there is no tomorrow.  Peace and love to all…
Flowers on the front table were donated in honor and memory of our Fathers and Grandfathers.  Happy Father’s Day!
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