Take Me Out to the Ballgame

G                            D
Take me out to the ballgame.
G                               D
Take me out with the crowd.
E                                         C
Buy me some peanuts and cracker jacks.
                 D
I don't care if I ever get back
G
For it's root, root, root
D
For the home team.
G                               C
If they don't win it's a shame.
      G
For it's 1 - 2 - 3 strikes you're out
    C    D    G
At the old ball game!
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Welcome to
The Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude             
      “One Love“ by Bob Marley                   Ron Jandacek
Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We seek to explore spirituality as a way to grow and enrich our lives.
· The Gathering Serves our Community!  Many thanks to everyone who contributed and / or participated in buying, cooking and serving lunch to 90 homeless children with Project Connect this past Wednesday.  It was a huge success!  Also, many thanks to those who assisted at the Freestore on Saturday – more fun was had by all participants.  Please hold the following future dates to reach out in service: The Freestore:  Saturday, July 17 from 9 am – 12 pm.  Anthony House: serving homeless young adults: Wednesday July 7, cooking and serving dinner for 30 persons.  Contact Debbie Bennett for details at dbennett@lys.org.   Inter-Faith Hospitality Network: Thursday, July 8, we need cooks, dinner hosts and overnight hosts.  Contact Kim Roots kroots@fuse.net. 
· Potluck at the Gathering.  Next Sunday, June 20th!!  Remember to bring your creative culinary dishes!
· July 4th Sunday: the Gay Pride Parade will begin at 11 am.  Those interested in marching together as a congregation, please see or contact Jack Brennan jack.brennan@bengals.nfl.net.   WE WILL HOLD SERVICE EARLY, AT 9 AM, THAT SUNDAY ONLY.
· Those interested in attending a Gathering night at the ballpark to see the Reds vs. the Rockies on Friday, July 16th, 7:10 pm, please contact Doug Slagle ASAP at dslagle1@gmail.com.
· Next Movie Night, Saturday, July 17th, 7:30 pm.  We will show the film “Precious” here at the Gathering.  Invite friends; bring a snack to share.  Always free!
The People Respond      
One: Never let the fear of striking out get in your way.   (Babe Ruth)
Many: (In unison please) Some people are born on third base 

and go through life thinking they hit a triple.  (Barry Switzer)
One: We should not forget to swing hard, in case we hit the 

ball!   (Woody Held)
Many: Life will always throw you curves, just keep fouling them 
off.  The right pitch will come, but when it does, be prepared 

to run the bases.  (Rick Maksian) 
One: I always turn first to the baseball scores and standings in the 
sports page, which record people's accomplishments. The front 
page has nothing but man's failures.  (Chief Justice Earl Warren)
Many: I see great things in baseball. It is our game – the people’s 

game.   (Walt Whitman)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)
     “Siyahamba”, #526
               Ron Jandacek

Message      Pastor Doug Slagle, Summer Fun Series, Part Two: “Baseball Spirituality”, and an interview with Elijah Miller.

Sharing Communion

Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere!
Release a space to plant your Presence here.
Embody your desire in every light and form.
Grow through us this moment’s bread and insight.
Untie the knots of failure binding us,
as we release the strands we hold of others’ faults.
Help us not forget our Source.
Yet free us from the bonds of not being in the Present.
From you arises every Vision, Power, and Song,
From gathering to gathering.  (English transliteration of Aramaic Jesus Prayer)
Offering for Our Common Work (If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give.  We are simply grateful for your presence with us.)
Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)
     “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”, (words on reverse)        Ron Jandacek
Blessing for Our Week Ahead, Sharing the Peace and Postlude
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