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Welcome to
The Gathering!
A Progressive and Inclusive Congregation
Prelude             
      Debussy, “The Girl with the Golden Hair”, Don Fritz
Greetings and Announcements
· Thank you for joining us today!  The Gathering is a United Church of Christ Open and Affirming church.  We are congregationally led and we celebrate people of all faiths, races, genders, and sexual orientations.  We seek to explore spirituality as a way to grow and enrich our lives.
· This month’s message series – for May – will be “Celebrating Heroes.”  Next Sunday, May 16, “Superheroes!!”, Sunday May 23, Kathy Miller –Cox guest speaker, Sunday, May 30, Jack Brennan guest speaker.
· The Gathering Serves our Community!  Please hold the following dates to help serve our local food bank The Freestore:  Saturday, June 12 from 9 am – 12 pm, Saturday, July 17 from 9 am – 12 pm.  Please see Doug to sign-up.
· All are invited to join us next Saturday on a church “field trip” to the Freedom Center on May 15th at 12:30 pm.  Please contact Ed Green at trialadvocatejd@hotmail.com to sign-up.

· Our next Book Club meeting will be on Wednesday, June 9th, 6:30 pm.  Please notify our hosts that you will be coming by contacting Robin and Pat Crahan at robincrahan@hotmail.com.  The book discussed will be Take this Bread by Sara Miles.
· Those interested in attending a Gathering night at the ballpark to see the Reds vs. the Rockies on Friday, July 16th, 7:10 pm, please contact Doug Slagle at dslagle1@gmail.com.

The People Respond      
One: The womb of stars embraces us; remnants of their fiery furnaces

pulse through our veins.
Many: (In unison please) We are of the stars, the dust of the

explosions cast across space.
One: We are of the earth: we breathe and live in the breath of ancient
      plants and animals.
Many: Their cells nourish the soil; we build our communities from
the blessing of their gifts.
One: Our fingers trace the curves carved in clay and stone by

forebears unknown to us.
Many: We are a part of the great circle of humanity gathered

around the fire, the hearth, the altar.
One: We gather anew this day to celebrate our common heritage.                   
Many: May we recall in gratitude all that has given us birth, 

power, ability…(as adapted,  by Joy Atkinson)
Our Choir Sings
“Dona Nobis Pacem”, Hopson
           Don Fritz
Patti Wiers, Marsha Friedhoff, Stuart Blersch, Brandon Wiers, Paul Flaugher, 
Ginny Patterson, Kim Roots, Pete Patterson, Erna Olafson
Message   
                  Pastor Doug Slagle, “A New Mother’s Day”
Pictorial retrospective of women who inspire by their choices and their

strength.  Music by Bette Midler.
Sharing Communion           

Schumann, “Reverie”, Don Fritz
Prayers of the People and a Contemporary Jesus Prayer
Divine Mother, lover of all creation, most holy one,
help us to respond to you
to create what you want for us here on earth.
Give us today enough for our needs;
forgive our weak and deliberate offenses,
just as we must forgive others when they hurt us.
Help us to resist evil and to do what is good;
for we are yours, endowed with your power
to make our world whole.  (used at St. Francis Parish of San Francisco)
Offering for Our Common Work
If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to give…

Our Voices United in Song  (Please stand if able)
     “Morning Has Broken” (#28, Gathering Hymnal)                          Don Fritz
Blessing for Our Week Ahead
     Peace begins for us this week in celebrating the dreams of all persons, forgiving their failures and loving ourselves…
Sharing the Peace with One Another and Postlude
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